SAVE THE EARTH: IT’S EVERYONE’S HOME!
LESSON 3: Grades 4-6

CONSERVE IS THE WORD!  PASS IT ON!

Curriculum Connections, Standards addressed:

Academic Goals:  1.5, 1.6, 1.8, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.8, 4.1, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6 & 4.7

Knowledge Goals:  Communication Arts: 1, 4, 6; Science: 4 & 8; Social Studies: 5 & 7  

Objective:  Students will become aware of choices they are currently making that waste resources and negatively impact the environment. They will create artwork to gently remind themselves, family members and classmates to make conscious choices that conserve our precious resources.  
Common Core-Aligned Activities:

W.5.7:  Construct short research projects to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.   

SL.5.1c:   Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.   

As a starting point, guide students as they make a list of the resources they use on a daily basis.   These include use of water, electricity, gasoline, food consumption, etc.   Help them to explore the impact.   For example, do they take 15 minute showers when a 5 minute shower will do the job?   How many loads of laundry does their family do a day?  What about running unnecessary errands each day?   Could these errands be combined for one road trip?   Help them to delve and think deeper than the obvious….how much laundry soap do they use?   Is it “earth friendly”?   What happens to the water after a load of laundry?   Why would this be an ecological concern?  What about the use of products that are not tested on animals for personal care and household cleaning?   What do they consume?   How is it processed?   What is the environmental impact of a sandwich?   A can of soda?  A bottle of water?  
Once they have outlined their personal use as a class, ask students to expand their concern to their community and larger.   List the concerns and explore alternatives.  It will be revealing to them to realize their footprints can have a huge impact on the future of our world!

Character Concepts:  Responsibility, Citizenship
Responsibility:  We are the custodians of the earth, its resources and life.   This serious responsibility means we must think outside of our own immediate gratification and taking “the easy way” out all the time.  It is very important.   You hold the future of the earth in your hands.   It is vital that you do what you are supposed to do, caring and protecting the resources that we all need to make our earth our home.

Citizenship:   We must all share in the well-being of our earth within our school, our community and our homes.   Get involved and make a difference today!

STEM initiatives:  Thinking critically in the connections to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

ESS3.C—Human Impacts on Earth Systems:   
Human activities in agriculture, industry and everyday life have had major effects on the land, vegetation, streams, ocean, air and even outer space.   But individuals and communities are doing things to help protect Earth’s resources and environments.  (E5-ESS3-1)  What are some of the things you are doing to make a difference?   Your class?  Your family?  Your community?
Materials Needed:

· Chalkboard or flipchart

· Marker or chalk

· Earth-friendly Survey (attached below)
· 8 ½ x 11 pieces of paper cut into 4 equal squares

· Pencils, markers, colored pencils

Method:
1. Begin this lesson with the attached survey.  You can ask the questions aloud, write them on the board ahead of time or copy the attached sheet onto a transparency and use an overhead projector.  Ask them to write their answers on a scrap piece of paper.  

2. Afterwards ask the students to count the number of times they answered yes.  Most of us probably answered yes to all of the questions.  Each and every one of us has done most of these things at some point, probably on a daily basis.  It is not that we don’t care for the earth, we merely just don’t think about it!  In today’s fast paced world, we often don’t think about the consequences of our actions, especially if we don’t see the effects. 

3.  Ask your students: Why might these decisions be poor choices that impact our earth?  Answer: they are wasteful, deplete more energy and resources and often times cause more pollution.  Introduce the term CONSERVE and explain that it means to use only what is necessary.  Conserving electricity and resources reduces pollution.  POLLUTION is any chemical or gas that harms our air, water and ozone layer.  Pollution destroys the environment and creates harmful results for all plants, animals and humans!  Well, now that we are aware of our carelessness and are becoming more environmentally conscious, let’s brainstorm alternatives and earth-friendly choices!  
4. Discuss and list the earth-friendly alternatives beneath each survey question.

Call to Action:  Until this activity, most of us weren’t aware of the consequences of our wasteful choices, right? Well, let’s educate and gently remind others to think about it.  Let’s make and post reminders to put up at home and school.  
Assign each student one of the earth-friendly ways the class came up with to conserve our resources.  Each student will get a square of paper (see materials above) to draw a simple picture that represents that earth-friendly choice and a short slogan to go with it.  They should avoid using too many words or too many details in the pictures. People should be able to just glance at it and be reminded to make the right choice.  For example: Draw a picture of a TV with the slogan: “Done watching your favorite show? Turn me off before you go.”  This can be taped in plain view on the corner of the TV to remind your family to shut it off.  
Make copies, laminate and give one of each to each student.  Post them in appropriate places in the classroom, around the school and at home.  

***Point out that since you are using only ¼ of each sheet of paper for each reminder, you are conserving paper but still getting your point across!  Laminating will help to make the signage last for the entire school year, saving paper in the long run.  (
 Reading:  Visit our section entitled Recommended Children’s Literature for a comprehensive listing of animal-related books.

Web sites for kids: 
www.kidsplanet.org
www.environmentalconcerns.org
www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/home.htm
www.epa.gov/kids/
www.kidsface.org
www.greenpeace.org
www.ikecoalition.org
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/
Visit our section entitled Recommended Web Links for additional animal-related web sites. 

**********Earth-Friendly Survey on the next page. ********
Are You Earth-Friendly?

Directions: Answer Yes or No to each of the following questions.
Have you ever:

1. Thrown away extra food?


2. Let the water run while brushing your teeth? 

3. Started over with a new piece of paper when you made a mistake?

4. Left the TV on when you weren’t watching it?

5. Left the lights on when you weren’t in the room?

6. Held the refrigerator or freezer door open while deciding what to eat?

7. Taken a really long shower?

8. Used a bunch of paper towels to clean up a spill or mess?

9. Brought your lunch to school in a paper or plastic bag?
10. Used a paper cup or plate at home?

11.  Run the dishwasher or washing machine when it wasn’t full?

