SAVE THE EARTH: IT’S EVERYONE’S HOME!

LESSON 1: Grades K-3
EARTH IS “HOME SWEET HOME” FOR ALL CREATURES
Curriculum Connections, Standards addressed:

Academic Goals:  1.6, 1.8, 1.10, 2.1, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7  

Knowledge Goals:  Communication Arts: 1, 4, 6; Science: 3, 4, 8; Social Studies: 5 

Objectives:  Students will become more aware of the environment and the plants and animals around them.  As they learn that littering is harmful for the environment and the animals they will show respect for the earth and observe the difference they can make by picking up trash on the school grounds.  
Common Core-Aligned Activities:

SL.K-2.1—Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults.

SL.K-2.1—Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions.

Ask students to discuss how our actions affect our environment.   Make a list of the answers, especially those affecting our immediate spaces—classroom, school and home.   What tears the environment down?   What can build it up?   How does our lack of attention affect the space…especially in terms of its impact on the people and animals and plants we share it with?   What can we do to improve the environment? 

Character Concepts:  Responsibility

Being the guardian of our earth is very important.   You have the power to make our earth better, more clean and healthy or to tear it down by littering and destroying the environment of other living creatures

STEM initiatives:  Thinking critically in the connections to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

2-LS2-1—Events have causes that generate observable patterns.   

Cause and Effect are powerful observation tools that can predict patterns.   How can cause and effect impact the earth we share, especially in our school, home and community?

Materials:
· Watch

· Outdoor area

· Inflatable globe (possibly with pictures of plants and animals) 
· Garbage bag (recycled and biodegradable)

· Paper

· Colored pencils, markers, paints, other art supplies

Method:
1. Begin this lesson outside surrounded by the earth!  Ask the students to form a circle and sit on the ground.   Ask them to close their eyes and picture their homes.  Tell them to think of all the things they love about their homes and ask them to share their thoughts (sights, sounds, smells, family, feelings, etc.).  
2. Pull out the inflatable globe and ask the students “What about the Earth?”  The Earth is also our home because we live here.  Ask them what they love about the earth.  Then ask; “Is it only OUR home”?  Who else lives here on earth and shares it with us?  Plants and Animals!  

3. Let’s do a fun exercise!  Use the stopwatch to time them and give them three minutes to grab a buddy and quietly explore (a designated area) looking for sights and sounds of other creatures who share our earth.  Look up, down, all around!  Ask them not to touch anything.  We don’t want to disturb the creatures or their homes. 

4. Return to the circle when time is up and ask the students what they discovered.  Snails or their trails? Birds or their nests?  Ants or their hills?  Rabbits or their footprints?  Discuss their findings.

5. Did anyone find any trash?  Who do you think left that?  HUMANS!  

6. Using the stop watch, give students two minutes to find as much trash as they can and bring it back to the group.  (*Have the students alert you of any broken glass so you can pick it up.)  

7. Look at all the trash you have collected and thank them for helping to clean up the earth!  Give yourselves a pat on the back!  You are a friend to the earth today!  Ask if they think it is fair to the animals that live here when we throw our trash on the ground.  Discuss.   
Call to Action:  Return to the classroom and have the students draw a picture of the earth (simply blue circle with green spots).  Ask them to draw a picture of one of the animals they discovered today and write the following on the board so they can put it at the top of their poster.  “Please put your trash where it belongs.  Earth is my home too!”  Display in high traffic areas.  
Reading:  Visit our section entitled Recommended Children’s Literature for a comprehensive listing of animal-related books.

Web sites: 
www.kidsplanet.org
www.environmentalconcerns.org
www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/home.htm
www.epa.gov/kids/
www.kidsface.org
www.greenpeace.org
www.ikecoalition.org
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/
Visit our section entitled Recommended Web Links for additional animal-related web sites. 

