canine companions
LESSON 4:  Grades 4-6
All Kinds of Dogs

Curriculum Connections, Standards addressed:

Academic Goals:  Academic Goals: 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.8, 2.1, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7
Knowledge Goals:  Communication Arts: 1, 4, 6; Science: 3; Health/Physical Education: 5

Objective:  To help children learn how to choose a dog that best matches their family’s needs.
Common Core-Aligned Activities:

SL.3-4.1—Engage effectively in collaborative discussions building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.3-4.1c—Pose and respond to specific questions and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to remarks of others. 

Man and dogs have had a strong bond for many centuries.  Their ancestors, the wolves, had a unique role when first coming in contact with humans.   What was the role and how have dogs evolved as domestic animals today?   What “jobs” have contributed to the different breeds, affecting their behavior and even their physical looks?
Given the unique needs of many purebred dogs, why might it be best to choose a “best of everything”, mixed breed dog?   What benefits might this choice give?

Have a spelling bee with a difference.   Make a list of all the breeds of dogs and share the list ahead of time with students.   On the day of the spelling bee, divide students into teams to determine who can remember—and spell—each breed of our fabulous canine friends!

Another idea!!   Ask students to discuss the plight of homeless dogs in your community.  What risks do they face?   What can we do to help them?   How can we “speak” for those that have no voice?  How can we advocate for homeless animals, in this case specifically for dogs, who may be considered a nuisance or unwanted?   Create a community public awareness campaign that includes positive steps to solving the issue of too many dogs and not enough homes.  

Character Concepts:  Responsibility, Caring
Responsibility:  Being the guardian of another creature is very important.   You hold their welfare in your hands.   It is vital you do what you are supposed to do, providing humane and compassionate care to your canine friend.  

Caring:  Being kind to creatures.   Being compassionate and showing you are concerned for their well-being.   Providing the necessities to create a healthy and enriching environment for your specific pet.  

STEM initiatives:   Thinking critically in the connections to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

5-PSI-2—Science assumes consistent patterns in natural systems.   A dog is truly a natural system.  What can you observe and ascertain from a specific breed of dog and the function or job for which it was bred?   How does this breeding affect its natural behavior?   (example:  what were dachshunds originally bred for?)  How does this behavior change to address different forces it encounters?   (example:  when an unfamiliar cat or dog enters his space)   What does a dog do to adapt to its environment?  How does the human breeding of specific breeds affect the physical and behavioral attributes of the dog?   How do these characteristics affect the health of specific breeds?

5-PSI-4—Cause and effect relationships are routinely identified, tested, and used to explain change. 

Cause and Effect are powerful observation tools that can predict patterns.   How can cause and effect predict the changes that have occurred in the domestication and breeding of specific breeds of dogs?
Materials:

· Pencils

· Colored Pencils/Markers/Crayons
· DOWNLOAD Handout:  “A Perfect Mix” handout
Method:  Today we’re going to learn about the different breeds of dogs.  There are all kinds of dogs in the world.  Every dog has a unique personality just like people, but certain dogs were bred to do certain things.  Dogs can do lots of things, but some will be more likely to act certain ways because of their heritage. Some dogs were bred to hunt; some to dig; some to herd; some just to be companions.  It’s important to understand a breed before you decide if it will fit into your lifestyle.  For example, if your family is very active and spends a lot of time outdoors, find a sturdy breed that is energetic and is built to run, jump, and play hard.  If your family is more sedentary and prefers to stay indoors to watch television and read books, find a breed that is small enough to sleep on your lap and needs less exercise.      
Purebreds generally conform to a specific “breed standard” because their parents and other ancestors are all members of the same breed.  This means you have a good chance of knowing what general physical and behavioral characteristics a puppy or kitten of that breed is likely to have.  However, getting a purebred doesn’t mean that you are also getting a guarantee of health and temperament.  The only thing “papers” from purebred dog and cat registry organizations certify is that the recording registry maintains information regarding the reported lineage and identity of the animal.  

The American Kennel Club recognizes seven groups of purebred dogs:

1) Hound Dogs: They were bred to hunt game without feathers.  They hunt mammals like deer, fox, and rabbits.  Some hound dogs are the Greyhound, the Basset Hound, the Dachshund, and the Rhodesian Ridgeback.

2) Working Dogs: They were bred to serve man.  They pull sleds, are police dogs, war dogs, and search and rescue dogs.  Some working dogs are the Boxer, the Doberman Pinscher, the Rottweiler, the Alaskan Malamute, and the St. Bernard.

3) Herding Dogs: They were bred originally to herd sheep.  They are good watchdogs.  Some herding dogs are the Collie, the Old English Sheepdog, the Shetland Sheepdog, the Welsch Corgi, and the German Shepherd.

4) Toy Dogs: They were bred to be companions to people.  They were considered portable because of their size.  Some toy dogs are the Pug, the Chihuahua, the Pomeranian, the Pekingese, the Yorkie, and the Shih Tzu.

5) Terrier Dogs: They were bred to dig into the ground to hunt animals in burrows.  Some terrier dogs are the West Highland Terrier, the Fox Terrier, and the Welsh Terrier.

6) Non-Sporting Dogs: They are very smart and can perform many different kinds of 

activities.  Some non-sporting dogs are the Bulldog, the Chow Chow, the Dalmation, the Lhasa Apso, and the Poodle.

7) Sporting Dogs: They were bred to hunt feathered game like pheasants.  Some sporting dogs are the Cocker Spaniel, the Pointer, the Irish Setter, and the Golden Retriever.

And, let’s not forget mixed breeds!  Mixed breeds are also called mutts.  When you adopt a mixed breed, you get the benefit of two or more different breeds in one animal.  Mixed breeds are less prone to genetic defects common to certain purebred dogs and cats.

The size, appearance, and temperament of most mixed breed dogs can be predicted as well.  If you can recognize the ancestry of a particular mixed breed dog or cat, you can see how a puppy or kitten is likely to look as an adult. 

Whether you’re thinking about adopting a purebred or a mixed breed, visit your local animal shelter or rescue group to find the pet that’s just right for you and your family.  Believe it or not, 1/3 of all shelter animals are purebred and there are plenty of mixed breeds, too!  

To help students learn more about dog breeds, distribute the “A Perfect Mix” handout.  

Call to Action:  Assign groups of students to the eight groups of dogs (don’t forget mixed breeds!).  Student groups will work together to research their assigned breed group, then do an original project.  Students may wish to give a report to the class, make a collage, or bring in a guest speaker, for example.  
Hang students’ artwork from the “A Perfect Mix” handout in a visible area in the school, along with information about each breed group.  This will teach other students the important information your class has been learning.

Related Reading:  The Complete Dog Book for Kids, AKC , 1996

Here is the ultimate show-and-tell for children who love dogs!  With its lush, four-color portraits of all of the AKC-recognized breeds, and information on history and character of the breeds, The Complete Dog Book for Kids is the ideal way to teach kids about dogs.

Web sites:  Visit our section entitled Recommended Web Links for animal-related web sites.

