canine companions
LESSON 3: Grades 4-6
Shop ‘Till You Drop   (For Your Dog!)

Curriculum Connections, Standards addressed:

Academic Goals:  1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.8, 1.10, 2.1, 2.3, 2.5, 3.8, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7

Knowledge Goals:  Communication Arts: 1, 4, 6; Science: 3 Mathematics: 1
Objective:  To teach students about the essential items every dog needs and remind them that caring for a pet includes financial responsibilities.

Common Core-Aligned Activities:

W.5.7—Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
Ask students to research the needs of adding a dog to their family.  List those needs and the monetary price.  What about unexpected costs such as a veterinary bill if the dog gets sick or injured?   Factor all costs for supplies.   Break this down to a monthly cost.  Add it up for a yearly total.  Students should explain how this cost can affect the price of a “free” puppy.   If you take good, responsible care of a pet, is it really “free?”  

SL.5.1c—Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.  
Why is “free” misleading?   Is it fair to consider the life, welfare, comfort and care of another living creature as “free?”  List the realities involved in pet ownership….an investment of time and resources…but so very worth it!  

Character Concepts:  Responsibility

Being the guardian of another creature is very important.   You hold their welfare in your hands.   It is vital you do what you are supposed to do, providing humane and compassionate care to your canine friend.  Providing the essentials to give another creature a quality existence is essential to their health and well-being.  Thinking about these needs prior to obtaining a pet is important. 

STEM initiatives:   Thinking critically in the connections to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

LS1.C—Ask students to research a healthy diet for their new canine friend.   How does diet affect the activity level and health of a pet?   What dietary factors need to be considered when weather changes?   Why?  Is the cheapest price on a dog food always the best option?   Why or why not?
5-PS1-4—Considering the information gathered above, what can be expected when diets are changed?   Does spending more for pet food equal a better diet?   Why or why not?   Chart the results. 

Materials:

· Pencils

· DOWNLOAD:  “Going Shopping”
Method:  What does your dog need to be a happy member of the family?  There are some items no dog should be without and today we’ll learn why.  When you need to shop for a new member of the family or a furry old friend, check out a store just for pets and their families like PetsMart.  Like most “pet shops” they don’t sell cats and dogs that often come from puppy mills, but host adoption centers to help find homes for shelter animals.  
There are at least 10 essential items you and your dog need to live together comfortably.  Brainstorm, then write down these items.  (Your list may include: food/water dishes, leash, collar, I.D. tag, crate, pet bed, food, treats, grooming supplies, toys, book about dogs).  Next, research the cost of each item.  Go online to www.petsmart.com or another similar website to look at each item.  Or visit a pet store as a group or individually to research products.  Total the cost of the items on your shopping list to see how much it will cost to provide your friend with the essential items.  Talk about why each of the items is necessary.  Can you think of anything else your dog would like to have?       

How much does it cost to care for a pet for one year?  The cost of basic food, supplies, medical care and training for a pet is anywhere from $170 to $1,500 annually, with small birds being the least expensive and large dogs being the most expensive.  Getting a pet is nothing to enter into lightly.  If you are planning to get a dog, talk with your family about the information you learned today.  If you already have a dog, find out from your parents how much it costs to care for her annually. 

To help with this discussion, distribute the “Going Shopping” handout.    

Call to Action:  Go shopping for a shelter pet!  Believe it or not, you may have items sitting around at home that could help homeless animals.  Most animal shelters and rescues have “wish lists” of items they need.  These usually include things like old towels, blankets, newspaper (to line cages), new pet toys, cat/dog food, and kitty litter.  Hold a drive at your school and challenge classes to compete to see who can collect the most items!

Related Reading:  Visit our section entitled Recommended Children’s Literature for a comprehensive listing of animal-related books.

Web sites:  Visit our section entitled Recommended Web Links for animal-related web sites.

